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1.- DRAWINGS. 



The 
specification 
the drawings' 
Figure 5, 
nerves, 



respecti 



"Replacemen 
paragraph 
additionally 
supported on 



2.-C 



Ecbminer stated "the drawings are objected to because the claims and 

rffake reference to a sehes of nerves, but the; nerves are not indicated in 

i 

Please, find attached to this document jiage 5/8, corresponding to 
wh^Jie numeric references 34 and 35 indicate the reinforcement walls and 
vely, the page being labeled at its top margin with the words 

i 

Sheet" and an amended page 10 of the specification, where a 
(underlined) is added to make reference to' the series of nerves and 
Figure 5 that was not mentioned previbusly. This amendment is 
fie content of page 3, lines 10-15 and page 6, lines 15-20. 



AIM REJECTION - 35 USC 112 



The Examiner pointed out "Claim 1 1 states a modular plant pot "of the type that 
includes". TMfe statement renders that claim indefinite".; An amended Claim 11 is 
submitted to the Examiner consideration, where the expression "of the type that 
includes" do<2s not longer appear. The claim includes, j at the preamble, what the 
applicant regards the subject matter of the invention "Mbdular plant pot with water 
drainage system" afterward disclosing the different modules forming a pot with a 
particular inc i cation of what make up the drainage system and indicating how the 
modules are connected to form an evacuation channel intjo the plant pot, even though 
this term evaluation channel is not explicit in the claim sirice it can not be found in the 
specification \Uith this words. Support for this amendment jcould be found, for example, 
at page/line(!!) 1/1 (title of the invention), 1/8-9. 3/6-1(j), 6/1-2 (Figure 1), 6/15-16 
(Figure 5) aril particularly at 7/24-32, paragraph which points out the drainage system 
function. 
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3.- CLAIM REJECTIONS UNDER 35 USC 102, 

The Examiner stated "Claim 11 is rejected unde*i 35 USC 102 (b) as being 
anticipated b^; U.S. Patent No. 5,852,895 to Sinanan". Sinanan discloses a raised 
planter essentially comprising planter boxes and a support structure that consists of 
elevating postfe and a base beneath each post and the plahter box or boxes resting on 
boxes and bases have coincident drainage holes where water flows and 
he posts on land. This is a drainage system jbut of a different nature that 
application. j 



it. The plante 
falls through 
the one of thi 



In fac^ 



Sinanan discloses drainage holes at both lands of the planter box and 
therefore only water at this point could be evacuated, irhe application discloses a 
i ong the lengthwise modules, the angular njodules, the support-bracket 
and the closure cover (see page 7, line 24 to page 8, line 8). This double wall, with 
holes at regukr length intervals, configures a tunnel or channel by which, exceeding 
water release id from planter earth, is evacuated. Therefore, exceeding water is 
nultiple points where the holes are placed aod channeled to an emptying 
device not sh awn in the application, whereas in Sinanan, exceeding water must arrive 
to one end of a planter box. Sinanan does not discloses "lengthwise modules and 
angular modjles provided with inferior lateral double walls... for purposes of 
evacuating e> cess of water". 

i 

j 

4.- CLAIMS REJECTION UNDER 35 USC 103 



The 
unpatentable 
4,120,1 19 to 



The a 



with the po 



discloses a nhodular planter made up of attachable elements with "U" cross section 



and rectang^ 
their externa 



Exam 



liner stated "Claim 11 is rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being 
over Spanish Patent ES 210041 to Galindd in view of U.S. Patent No. 
ingel and U.S. Patent No. 2.038,019 to Wright". 



applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner assertion "Galindo 
teaches a modular plant pot of the type that include lengthwise modules provided with 
inferior lateral double walls... for purposes of evacuating excess water", particularly 
lion of this expression featured in italic characters. In fact, Galindo 



lar plant provided with four rectangular crossisection members, two along 
edges, and two along the inferior portion of be internal vertical surfaces 
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last two members forming "inferior lateral double walls" but not for 
ebkcess of water. The functionality of these four members is to allow 
beiween modules as Galindo teaches in lines 38 to 43 of the specification 
attachment is achieved by means of a rectangular or prismatic body (5) 
;ssure into said rectangular cross section members. 



The 
se, neither in 
evacuation syfctem 
evacuation sir be 
drainage open 
closed by thl<j> 
rectangular 
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p(A*poses of evacuating excess water can not I be reached by Galindo per 
combination with Engel and Wright, since none of them discloses an 
Particularly, the double wall of Galindo does not allow the cited 
a) the members forming the lateral inferior walls are not provided of 
ings, and b) the interior duct or channel bf each inferior member is 

i 

rectangular or prismatic body (5) inserjted by pressure Into said 
section members preventing water evacuation along them. 



cross 



Add itkh ally, the Examiner stated "Claim 11 is rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) 
as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 4,828,894 to taylor in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 4,120,1 1E! to Engel" and 'Taylor teaches a modulaf plant pot of the type that 
include length pise modules provided with inferior lateral dbuble walls... . for purposes 



of evacuating 



a) Ta^ 
embodiment 
in association 
line 25) 

b) Th± 
like "modular 



excess water, support-brackets and closing covers" 



c) Thi 



The applicant respectfully disagrees with the seconb quotation because 



or teaches Corrugated Plastic Board Assemblies, and specifically one 
tiat is M a container consisting of a planter orjflower box designed for use 
with a pair of spaced mounting members hr wall brackets" (column 4, 

assemblies of Taylor are not modular, sinfce one could not find terms 
"module" or "modularity" along the specification . neither a way of 



connecting subh assemblies is disclosed. 



same and no 
internal lateri 
d) Thi 
the functions 



applicant recognizes that the Taylor assemblies features lateral double 
walls but reijtectfully traverses that they are "for purposes of evacuating excess 
water", because the holes and bores existing in the assemblies are for fastening the 
intended for water drainage. Additionally, thk holes are not placed in the 
walls as would be necessary to drain water: 

Taylor assemblies features closing covers but not support-brackets with 
ty of the application, i. e. to join adjacent modules, either lengthwise or 



i 

I 
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angular, seal 
double sidewall 
or wall brackets 
element. 



In view 
which consis 
of the elemen 
to look 

Action, finding 



4 ; 

the junction and connect evacuation chaninels formed by the inferior 
s, whereas in Taylor the brackets are intended as "mounting members 
that is, means for fastening the assembly to a wall or another 



of the distinct subject-matter claimed in currently amended Claim 1 1 , 
of a exceeding water drainage system and the structural characteristics 
its of the invention for achieving such purpose, the applicant has returned 
through the documents that the Examiner highlighted at the preceding Office 
some similarity with that of Felix, FR26591 92 A1 . 



Felix 
hydroponics 
summary) 
two lateral 
case, will be 
adjacent wall|4. 
lines 17-23) 



The a 
application as 
whereas the 
interior lateral 



In vie 
objections ar 



discloses an apparatus for growing out Of the ground intended for 
cultivation, featuring a box structure with a lower drainage channel (see 
wh *re a substrate is deposited on a movable horizontal wall supported on 
shoulders (Fig. 1, #8). This movable wall may jbe full or porous. In the first 
Provided between each plant of a hole or Will be a free space between 
, for allowing exceeding water to arrive to the draining channel (page 2, 



(Jplicant believes that Felix has similar disadvantages with respect to the 
Sinanan, since the movable wall features h hole between each plant, 
application features a sequence of draining holes on top of the 
double walls, which additionally are not movable. 



f of the foregoing reasons, the applicant request a reconsideration of the 
rejections set out by the Examiner, 
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with upper rirffrs 
Part (13) is 
(12) and part 
screws obtainfe 



the exterior s 
not reaching 
are lodged 
connection 



side walls, another reinforcement walls (34) whose iinterior is made up of a 



series of neiVes f35) 



The 
designed to 
shoulder of 
of the open 
space 



needfccl 



lengthwise or angular modules, as well as the support-brackets, are 
be piled one upon another, the lowef surface resting on the 
he double wall provided for water evacuation, due to the larger size 
part, thus achieving protection of the parts and reduction of storage 
for them. 



as the 
may be ma 
the parts 
the 
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Replacement Sheet 

i 

10 

and with a number of holes (32) around its entire perimeter, 
mjounted on the exterior of part (1 2) and between the flap of part 
(13) is located at the end of the different; modules, which with the 
a leak-proof closure. 



Lengt!ji|iA/ise modules and the reinforced lengthwise modules, feature on 
liipport surface on the floor, lengthwise shoulders (33), (see fig. 8), 
ihe ends of the modules, so that the ends of the supports-brackets 
When the assembly is set up, thus obtaining a solid and sealed 



The lengthwise module (5) (see Fig. 5) also features on the bottom and 



Having sufficiently described the nature of thejpresent invention, as well 
proqedure for putting it into practice, we only need add that changes 
e in the form, materials and arrangement of both the totality and 
make it up, as long as said alterations do not substantially alter 
characteristics of the invention claimed below. 



that 
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FIG.5 



